LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
request in order to help the Government to the best of
his power, or whether he was being made the tool of
others, working for the discomfiture of the Viceroy and
the downfall of the Chancellor, will probably never be
known. The request placed Lord Redesdale in a difficult
position. He was intensely anxious that the Civil authority
should be vested in men whose conduct was above reproach
and who would carry out the law without fear or favour.
His letter on this subject, previously quoted, explains his
position in the matter and his sense of its importance
increased with time. Every appointment was carefully
considered in all its bearings and this vigilance was produc-
ing good results; the law was being upheld, crime was
being suppressed, by civil and not by military power, and
encouraging reports were coming in regarding the state
of the country as a whole. The Chancellor had a high
opinion of Lord FingalTs integrity and loyalty, but he
bore the reputation of being a weak man, easily deceived
and led by others cleverer and more designing than
himself. There had been much disloyalty and religious
fanaticism in Meath, and the Chancellor was anxious to
appoint men who were morally strong enough to establish
and maintain an independent jurisdiction under the higher
authorities. Fingall was dominated by the leading Roman
Catholic clergy, whom Lord Redesdale despised as plot-
ting, vulgar rogues, conspirators and fire-brands; but
Fingall admired them as spiritual strategists, though some,
perhaps, were of a rather dubious type, engaged in a holy
war against the Protestant infidel, and his temperament
and training made him an easy dupe.
There is no doubt that the Chancellor was right in his
estimate of Lord FingalTs character and circumstances.
His opinion was confirmed four years later in an inter-